
Do you want a six figure salary?

Are you good enough to become Sir Alan Sugar's apprentice? 

Have you got what it takes to be THE APPRENTICE?

BBC2 is looking for Britain's most ambitious, hungry, business-minded individuals to take part in a new TV series where the winner will work for tycoon Sir Alan Sugar.

Sir Alan, the multi millionaire behind Amstrad, the man credited with bringing computers to the mass market throughout Europe, the saviour of Tottenham FC, advisor to Gordon Brown, champion of enterprise initiative and philanthropist extraordinary wants YOU as his new protégé for one year... You'll be paid a monumental salary for your skills, talent, motivation and business acumen - all you have to do is survive each and every one of the business tasks he throws at you in what will be your longest and most exhilarating job interview ever.

What will happen?

'The Apprentice' will bring the world of business alive. The result of the 12 week task based interview process will be a very real job, with Britain's toughest of taskmasters. Sir Alan will divide the 14 final contestants into two teams - each week they will compete to excel at the ever imaginative and challenging business tasks Sir Alan sets before them. The winning team will be

 rewarded with an evening fitting of the generosity of a multi-millionaire; the losing team take the long walk up to Sir Alan's boardroom where he will wait in judgement to dole out the final and undisputable words to the one candidate he will expel each week... 'You're fired!' 

The winner takes it all

You will have survived and excelled at every stage, impressed Sir Alan with your superior leadership qualities, great drive and initiative and he has chosen YOU. You will be 'The Apprentice' earning a 6 figure salary for one year. 

Trump chooses winning Apprentice

Billionaire Donald Trump picked cigar entrepreneur Bill Rancic as the winner of his hit reality show The Apprentice, telling him "you're hired". Rancic, 32, beat finalist Kwame Jackson to land a $250,000 (£139,356) salary working in Mr Trump's business. 

The Apprentice has proved a ratings success for the NBC network, regularly attracting 20 million viewers as 16 candidates were whittled down to one. 

Property developer Mr Trump even coined his own catchphrase - "you're fired". 

Over 13-weeks the contestants were put through a series of tasks to see how they coped in the world of multi-national corporations. 

"It's not a game," Mr Trump declared. "It's a 13-week job interview." 

Mr Rancic had already founded a successful internet cigar company before going on the show.

Determination 

"Today is a great day for entrepreneurs around the country," Mr Rancic told a news conference after his win. 

"The American dream is still alive out there, and hard work will get you there. You don't necessarily need to have an Ivy League education or to have millions of dollars startup money. 

"It can be done with an idea, hard work and determination." 

The final saw Mr Rancic and Mr Jackson given the challenge of organising high profile events, a pop concert and a golf tournament. Both encountered a number of mishaps. 

As Mr Rancic's reward he will return to his Chicago home to manage the construction of a hotel and residential tower as president of one of Mr Trump's companies. 

But he will have Mr Trump keeping a close eye on him. 

"Don't worry, you're going to have plenty of supervision of that building, I don't care if you're president or not," Mr Trump told him. "I'll be the one supervising." 

Mr Trump told runner-up Mr Jackson, 29, that he had been a worthy contender. 

Big success 

"Kwame, I think you have an amazing future," said Mr Trump. 

"You're a brilliant guy, great education, and I have no doubt you're going to be a big success." 

You can learn a lot from watching television, apparently. 

The Apprentice, the TV vehicle of property tycoon Donald Trump, has become required viewing on American business-school campuses. 

Some colleges have built courses around the show, and Mr Trump - or "The Donald", as he prefers to be known - is planning a book about what he's learned. 

As the series comes to a close in the US, and before a clone hits British screens Sex sells - but not indefinitely 

The Donald launched his series with sexually segregated teams, but the girls trounced the boys so thoroughly that he had to mix everyone up half way through. 

But the women took a kittenishly feminine approach to their early business challenges - selling kisses along with the lemonade they were supposed to be marketing, running around in Planet Hollywood in tiny T-shirts - much to the disgust of feminists and misogynists alike. 

Mr Trump has an eye for a pretty face, and seemed to be living out a decidedly unreconstructed fantasy. 

But in the end, two sober-suited men reached the final. 

"Because they know that sex has power, they make the reflexive leap that powerful women should wear their sexuality boldly," tutted the Washington Post. 

"But sometimes, a short skirt just reflects a shortage of confidence." 

Get smart - but not too smart 

Education counts for little in The Donald's world. 

True, Mr Trump - born into a wealthy family - is a graduate of Wharton School of Finance, one of America's top business schools. 

And the two finalists were both college graduates - one from Harvard Business School, no less. 

But the only diplomas The Donald really values are from the school of hard knocks and nasty surprises. 

The first man he fired from the series was also the best educated - a physician with an MBA. 

"I have a higher IQ than the other contestants," the spurned doctor fumed. 

"Which goes to show that there is no correlation between a high IQ and selling lemonade." 

Nice guys sometimes do finish first 

When The Apprentice first hit TV screens, it was assumed that Mr Trump was looking for someone just like himself. 

Indeed, all the contestants tried as hard as they could to be mini-Donalds - preening, bragging, one-upping and advertising their single-minded pursuit of wealth and power. 

On their web pages, the contestants' tag-lines are impeccably hard-nosed - "I'm going to crush my competition and I'm going to enjoy doing it"; "I'm aggressive, I'm feisty, I'm loyal and I never take no for an answer." 

But the fierce and the feisty fell by the wayside, and the two finalists - Kwame and Bill - were the mildest-mannered. 

The winner, Bill - a genial Midwesterner who worked his way through college - is almost a parody of all-American solidity. 

Synergy, synergy, synergy 

Whenever companies merge, they talk about "synergy", as if anybody knows or cares what they mean. 

But The Donald's performance brings that much-mocked word to life: his business career helps his TV career; his TV career helps his business career. 

The series was set in and around his offices, with liberal product-placement of his real-estate empire. 

Bill, the series winner, is being put to work in an outpost of that empire, and Mr Trump intends to get more than his money's-worth. 

Mr Trump's pursuit of the deal is unceasing: he even claimed - in a Fortune magazine profile this month - to have sold an apartment to the president of NBC Entertainment, the network that screens The Apprentice. 

A little hype can help 

The Apprentice would never have generated its legendary volume of buzz without The Donald's talent for self-puffery. 

In practice, this means making a little truth go a long way. 

Mr Trump told Fortune magazine that The Apprentice was the "hottest show on television"; in fact, it's number seven in the ratings, and given a hefty shove by the disappearance of Friends, NBC's banker. 

Mr Trump routinely describes himself as "the largest real estate developer in New York" - except that others have built more property, and arguably own more valuable portfolios (exact figures are disputed). 

And Mr Trump has said he is "officially the highest-paid person on television", something even the show's producers have disputed. 

"Love him or hate him, Trump's self-promotion works," Fortune admits. 

Branding is better than building 

Nike, Coca-Cola and the rest realised this years ago: making things is all well and good, but the real money is in selling them. 

Mr Trump's name is all over New York, and increasingly the world - but in many cases, the name is the extent of his involvement. 

He no longer owns the building that made him famous, Trump International Hotel and Tower on Columbus Circle, Manhattan. 

He has been paid to license his name to developers in Arizona and Florida, and even South Korea. 

In the real world, meanwhile, things are looking sticky: auditors recently warned that his core business, Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts, might not be a going concern. The company owes $1.8bn, and Mr Trump's majority stake is reckoned to be worth just $54m. 

Little wonder that the glamour of the media spotlight has such allure. 

And there's the real lesson of The Apprentice: you may think you learn a lot from TV, but the really smart fellows are making it, not watching it.
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APPLICATION FORM
1. Have you been on television before? If yes, please give details:

2. Do you know anyone else who is applying to be on this show? If yes, please give details:

3. Please state ALL your qualifications, both academic and other - including name and city of establishments attended:

4. How would someone who knows you very well describe your best qualities?

5. How would someone who knows you very well describe your worst qualities?

6. What would you change about yourself?

7. Do you consider yourself to be religious? If so, what is your religion and what does it mean to you?

8. What was the last unusual, exciting or spontaneous event YOU instigated?

9. What is your greatest regret and why?

10. When was the last time you laughed out loud and why?

11. What makes you angry?

12. Describe something you would do if you knew you wouldn't get caught:

13. What intimidates you?

14. Do you have any unusal hobbies or talents?

15. In what way is money important to you?

16. Have you ever lied or cheated to get what you want? If yes, when and why?

17. How do you deal with conflict at work?

18. How do you react when you don't get what you want?

19. Is there any one business ethic that you would never break?

20. What is the most impressive thing you have ever done in a work situation?

21. What would be your greatest business challenge?

22. What have been the two most influential jobs or events that have enabled you to reach your current position?

23. Have you ever started or run your own business? What was it and what was the outcome?

24. Have you ever been declared bankrupt?

25. Have you ever been fired? If yes, when and why?

26. What assets would you bring to your team of Apprentice contestants?

27. Do you have a criminal record? (If yes, you will be asked to provide details at your first interview but will not be prohibited from the selection process).

28. Describe how you intend to make sure that YOU become The Apprentice:

29. Why do you want to work for Sir Alan?

30. Which two people would give you the BEST job references?

31. Which two people would give you the WORST job references?

32. Do you consider yourself to be in good physical and mental health? (As above, you will be asked to provide details at your first interview but will not be prohibited from the selection process).

The first round of interviews will take place during the first week of July and filming will be over a period of seven weeks starting at the end of August or there abouts.

